
DLI Expansion Committee FAQ 
Updated as of October 4, 2016 

If you have additional questions please fill out a questionnaire.  
 
Meeting Logistics 
Q: Will the documents being used in this presentation be available digitally afterward? 
A: Yes, the materials from all presentations will be linked on our DLI Expansion Committee 
website. 
 
Q: What is the goal of the committee? 
A: The committee’s goal is to develop recommendations for DLI Expansion by the end of 
December.  The Department of Dual Language will take these recommendations and  conduct a 
feasibility study.  The recommendations will be limited to preK-8.  We will not be considering 
adding programs at the high school. 
 
Q: What is the timeline for the committee?  
A: Below are the meeting dates and topics that will be covered: 

September 21st 
● Why expand 
● Current sites and enrollment 

October 12 
● Current achievement gap 
● Arabic & Chinese 

October 26 
● Developing Preliminary Scenarios 

November 9 
● Analysing and Vetting Preliminary Scenarios 

November 16 
● Drafting Recommendations 

December 7 and December 14 (If necessary) 
 

Committee make up 
Q: How were the committee members selected?  
A: In late September, the department sent out an email to all parents and staff at DLI schools 
inviting them to apply to the committee.  We also posted the invitation in the internal weekly 
memo, Administrative Connection, and sent email invites to community based organizations. 
From the invitations, we received many more applications than could feasibly form part of a 
committee.  We made our first attempt to thin down the list by incorporating parents and 
teachers from across the district as well as organizational partners and central office staff. 
 
Q: Who are the committee members?  
A: You can view a list of those who were in attendance at each meeting at this link. 
 
Q: Can committee members be added? 

https://goo.gl/forms/9uQZNu8mad58wzcW2
http://www.pps.net/Page/8969
http://www.pps.net/Page/8969
https://docs.google.com/a/apps4pps.net/spreadsheets/d/1bq3AlZBfmxLFENkffzDAbKhFHMe43USil15SicrHISk/edit?usp=sharing


A: Yes, if you feel that your perspective is not being represented at the committee, please fill out 
a questionnaire and we will review the request. 
 
Q: How will the perspectives of those who cannot attend be incorporated?  
A: Stakeholders who are not committee members or otherwise do not attend the meetings can 
catch up on the conversation online.  The Dual Language Website 
http://www.pps.net/immersion  has a tab (DLI Expansion Commitee) where all the presentations, 
handouts and notes will be included.  You can also submit questions here and refer back to this 
FAQ. 
 
Other Questions 
Q: In the list of handouts there is specific data about enrollment at 4 schools (Atkinson, Bridger, 
Rigler, Scott).  Where is the conversation on this and how has the view of consolidation 
changed since the community meetings last year. 
A: Last year, we visited schools where the idea of program consolidation had surfaced.  We 
heard very clearly from communities that they did not favor program consolidations.  Program 
consolidation will not be part of our discussion at the DLI Expansion Committee.  What we will 
consider is moving some schools into all-immersion status.  This would mean that we would 
need to have a school nearby with relative space in their English Only program to take in 
Kindergarteners who might opt out of immersion.  This is of particular benefit when we consider 
the challenges faced in running single English Only strands.  For example, if there were two 
schools near each other, one with a co-located program with a single strand of Immersion and 
the other with relatively small Kindergarten English Only enrollment, the first school might be 
able to convert to an immersion only school and the second school could take in the few 
Kinders that wanted a English Only program.  This would yield a net addition in DLI Kinder 
classrooms where program consolidation would not. 
 
Q:  What efforts has the department made to communicate the research base for DLI to multiple 
audiences? 
A:  The research base is reviewed at every K Connect meeting and every time we are called out 
to schools.  We also share this with all Head Start Family Coordinators.  
 
 

https://goo.gl/forms/9uQZNu8mad58wzcW2
http://www.pps.net/immersion
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6uye-QiMTHliQm88_CYprVEMPQYg_strtFHWZIDj-jI1oRw/viewform?c=0&w=1

